A NEW FRAGMENT OF ISATAH WITH BABYLONIAN POINTiNG_
A.  DiEz-MACHO

The,Heb.rew text published herewith derives from MS 240, EMC 73 of the

~ .. Jewish Theological Seminary, New-York, which contains 16 fols. on vellum,.

size 20.5 by 15.8 cm., and was written about the 12th cent. The text is written
in continuous lines, 21 to the page. The present fragment contains Is. xxxv,
9—xxxviii, 11; x1, 27 — xlii, 21; xliii, 5-12, in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Arabic.
Each verse is given in the three languages, the versions being separated by
colons. The leaves are not bound in their proper sequence: ff. 10-11 follow f. 15,
while f. 1 comes at the end. One leaf is loose. The pages are in a clean statel; the
writing is easﬂy legible on the outer (hairy) side of the skin, which has the
typical yellowish tinge of Yemenite parchment. The inner side is lighter, as
usual with parchment, but the writing on it is much less clear because the ink
of many letters has come off, leaving only the faint outlines of the letters to be
discerned. This is not unusual with MSS, and proves the justification of the
Talmudic injunction to write sacred scrolls not on the smooth inner 51de, but on
the outer side of the skin.

The writing is of the older Yememte type. The letter Jamedh has a rather
longer neck in the top line of each page, where there is no danger of its touching
another letter (which would make the MS ritually unfit). This letter has the same
peculiar shape as in MS 229 of the Jewish Theological Seminary. The aleph is
typically Yemenite. _

With respect to the vocalization, we can distinguish a first and a second hand
The first hand, again, comprises two distinct operations: the copying of the
‘vowel signs in the MS from which the scribe copied, and the insertion of further
vowel signs missing in the Vorlage. These supplementary vowel signs in general
follow the rules of Babylonian vocalization. In a few cases we find Shewa over
vowelless aleph and ‘ayin. '

The first hand vocalization, both in the Hebrew and the Aramaic, is,in most

. cases of the “classical” Babylonian type, so much so that the second vocalizer
had to intervene very frequently in order to adapt the text to the Yemenite
system by making the corrections which we find in all Babylonian MSS copied . -
in the Yemen.2 In some cases he erased the original Babylonian vowel signs, so
that we cannot say any longer what the first hand vocalization might have been.

1. Except for foll. 9b and 16a.
2. For the differences of the first and second hand vocalization in Babylonian-Yeme-
nite MSS, see my articles “Nuevos mss. biblicos babilénicos™, Estudios Biblicos 16 (1957);
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The following edition represents the vocalization of the first, Babyloniah‘

" hand. In the apparatus we give the vocalizations of the second hand, as well as-

comparisons with the text of the Biblia Hebraica 3rd ed.
For typographical reasons we have not distinguished in the following bet-
ween shin (unmarked in the MS) and sin (marked by a small superposed o).

SIGLA

BH  Biblia Hebraica3 : o .

Is; The first hand vocalization
Is,  The second hand vocalization
Prob. Probably to be read

> ~ Notin....

del.  Deleted by the scribe

[ Destroyed or illegible in the MS.

«“Un ms. yemeni de la Biblia babildnica”, Sefarad 17 (1957); “An Ongelos MS with Ba-
bylonian transliterated vocalization in the Vatican Library”, VT 8 (1958), pp. 120 sqq.;
as well as my other publications on Babylonian MSS. .
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